
E D I T I O N  1 4  S P R I N G  2 0 1 6

www.wynyardmatters.org

Restoration of Ancient
Semi-Natural Woodland in
Wynyard Woodland Park

Stockton Council has over the past two winters been restoring
much of Tilery and Brierley Wood from conifer woodland back to
deciduous woodland.

The Background
Classified as Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland, meaning woodland
has existed here for at least 400 years; Wynyard was once the home
of a wide variety of plants and animals.

In the post war years however, to ensure a sustainable supply of
timber, the native deciduous trees were removed and conifers
planted in their place. 

The presence of the conifers has had a negative impact on plants
and animals for the following reasons;

• Our natural communities of animals and plants aren’t adapted 
to live with or on them.

• The dense canopy blocks out sunlight to the forest floor and the
acidic needles build up in a dense mat, suppressing the plants 
and flowers that would have lived here.
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• The lack of light stops the growth of young trees and shrubs, 
which would have provided a greater variety of niches available 
for wildlife.

• Far lower numbers of creatures live on conifers due to their 
tough-to-digest needles and resin.

What Has Been Done?
Stockton Council has clear felled or thinned areas of coniferous trees, by felling
Pines, Spruces and Firs. Where possible, deciduous trees that were present in
amongst the conifers have been retained, providing a seed bank for future
regeneration.

3,000 Oak Trees have been planted, providing a helping hand to Mother
Nature.

What Will Be The Impact?
The restored Ancient Semi Natural Woodland will provide an improved habitat
and home for a greater number and diversity of native plants and animals.

Sunlight and moisture can now reach the woodland floor, giving deciduous
trees and other plants the opportunity to thrive. We hope to see plants such as
Cowslip, Bugle, Common Orchid, Meadowsweet or Wild Angelica
appearing over the next few years.

After several years there will be a dense thicket of young trees, mostly Birch,
which sheds vast numbers of seeds so is quick to colonise new areas. Trees
such as Oak, Ash and Sycamore will eventually dominate, maybe fifty or a
hundred years from now. A wider variety of insects and animals will also come
to inhabit the woods, feeding off the seeds, fruits and flowers of the forest,
revitalising the food chain in Wynyard Woods.

This work compliments the creation of 10 hectares of ‘lowland meadow’ in
2014. Known as Pickards Meadow, it is the largest project of its kind in the
region in recent times. Last year 10 cows grazed the field for the first time and
they will continue to be an essential part of managing the meadow in future
years.
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If you have any comments or queries please contact Stockton Council
at; EGDS@stockton.gov.uk
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As the nights grow lighter we all want to maximise
the time we can spend on our families and leisure
activities. Here are a couple of recipes that I make
time after time which are quick, simple and
delicious. Both can be frozen and will keep for a
few days in the fridge – convenience food at its
best.

Spring Pea Soup with Parmesan crisps is light,
healthy and tasty. You could even get your children
to make this it is so easy. Heat a tablespoon of
olive oil with a knob of butter in a pan and sauté
a small peeled, chopped potato and 4/5
chopped spring onions until just turning colourful
and starting to soften. Stir in a litre of stock – I use
Vegetable but you could use a Chicken or Ham

stock cube just as easily. Bring to the boil and
simmer for a few minutes until the potato is fully
tender. Stir in a kilo bag of frozen peas and cook
for three or four minutes until the peas are cooked.
Blend with about ten fresh mint leaves, or a

heaped teaspoon of mint sauce, and a teaspoon
of sugar until smooth. To make the Parmesan crisps
heat up the grill to high. Line a baking sheet with
parchment and divide 100 grams of grated
Parmesan cheese into strips (6 to 8). Grill for one
minute until melted and golden then remove.
While still warm and a bit flexible release the
biscuits from the parchment with a palette knife.
Cool until firm.

I often make this Moroccan Chicken dish the day
before I am going to serve it so that the spices can
develop overnight. Season 4 skinless chicken
breasts all over with a teaspoon of ground Cumin
and some crushed black pepper to taste. Heat a
tablespoon of olive oil in a pan and cook the
chicken with a finely sliced medium onion for
about five minutes. Turn the chicken over and cook
again for a few minutes, keep stirring the onions
around to prevent them sticking. Tip a 400gram
can of chopped tomatoes and 250ml water into
the pan and stir in two tablespoons of harissa
paste, one tablespoon of clear honey, two
medium Courgettes, thickly sliced, and a 400
grams can of drained Chick peas. Bring this up to
a gentle simmer and cook for 15 or so minutes
until the chicken is tender and the sauce has
thickened. This is great with crusty bread or can
be served with rice or cous cous also. I cook the
chicken whole but it could easily be cut into chunks
if you prefer and it would probably cook even
faster.

Wynyard Recipe
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We have been asked to seek the views of
residents about possible traffic calming measures
on The Wynd. The speed camera on The Wynd
has reported in just one week in November 2015
a total of 5113 vehicles traversing The Wynd,
43% of these vehicles were either on or below the
speed limit but a whopping 57% were over it. In
some case speeds of over 85mph were recorded.
This is not an uncommon set of statistics – there are
regularly more vehicles speeding down The Wynd
than sticking to the speed limits. It is with this in
mind that suggestions have been made for traffic
calming measures to be installed. There are a
wide range of measures that can be used from
“chicanes” where the road has physical barriers
erected with one way traffic flow in place to
speed humps - as we have on other roads in the
village. We would like to invite residents to
comment on the possibility of traffic calming
measures on our website at

www.wynyardmatters.org . The key questions we
would like your views on are;

1)  Do you feel that traffic calming measures on
The Wynd would be a good idea?

2)  What type of traffic calming measures do you
feel would be most appropriate if this is taken
forward?

We will pass your comments onto Grindon Parish
Council who are looking into the matter on behalf
of the community.

Traffic Calming Measures

Wynyard Residents Association
Meeting Dates 2016

All meetings start at 18.30, all residents are welcome.  
Tuesday 5th April  Wynyard Woods Care Home
Tuesday 10th May Wynyard Golf Club Bar
Tuesday 7th June Wynyard Golf Club Bar
Tuesday 5th July Wynyard Golf Club Bar
Tuesday 6th September Wynyard Golf Club Bar
Tuesday 4th October Wynyard Golf Club Bar
Tuesday 1st November Wynyard Golf Club Bar
AGM 2016, Tuesday 13th December Wynyard Golf Club Bar
There is no meeting in August.
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MISSING
Have you seen this grey tabby and white cat?  He has been missing from Wynyard
Woods area since 19th January.  Please check gardens, garages and outbuildings.

Any sightings or information please call

01740 645730 or
www.wynyardmatters.org/contact-us
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Vans and Verges
This winter has been one of the wettest and warmest on record
since 1910. In fact it was the second wettest since 1910. This

brings with it many issues most of which we have no control over.
What this has meant for Wynyard is a rash of “van rutting” of our
grass verges very few of the roads in Wynyard have hard edging
to them which means that if someone decides to park half on and
half off the road we find ugly deep gouging of the ground left

behind when they leave. We have received many complaints about
this making the area unsightly – all of which we agree with. We

have approached both the Council and Wynyard Estates to ask for
remedial measures and will keep you up to date with their response
to this but in the meantime……Please can you ask any visiting van
drivers to not mount the grass verges to park their vehicles so that
we can at least prevent further damage. We all from time to time
have work vans parked as we undergo delivery or refurbishment
and if we all try to prevent and minimise the damage by asking
them to respect our area we may at least start to improve the look

of the estate. Thank you.

Book Group Upcoming
Meetings

April 11th – Northanger Abbey, Jane Austen
May 9th – A Spool of Blue Thread, Anne Tyler
June 6th – Past Mortem, Ben Elton
July 4th – In order to live, Yeonmi Park
All meetings are held at group members homes and start
at 7pm. Please contact the resident’s association
website at www.wynyardmatters.org if you are
interested in attending. We will then let you know where we are meeting. All are
welcome, we have no age limits and it is a very informal group. 
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Unsociable Behaviour
In the last few months we have had several reports of unsociable
behaviour on the estate. These have consisted of reports of young
people congregating, making too much noise and disturbances in
the area between the Care Home and Spring Bank Wood. The
police were called and they found evidence of someone trying to
set a fire as well as littering. We are all aware that our young
people are very disadvantaged here on Wynyard because we
have no community facilities and no place for them to gather and
socialise but creating a nuisance by hanging out in the woods

disturbing others can only make things worse.

Please, if you are a parent, try to encourage your
youngsters to respect the peace of other residents and
the woodland areas. This year it’s been so wet that
there was probably no need to worry about the trees
catching fire but that will not always be the case and
setting fires can be a safety hazard for themselves,

others, our pets and the wildlife of the area.
Thanks for your help.
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Wynyard
‘Make Time for Health’

Social Evening
Tees Valley Rural Community Council are supporting health initiatives
in Grindon Parish. As an introductory evening and to try and find out
what health support services Wynyard would like e.g. mother and

toddler group, coffee morning for those who live alone or want to make
new friends, TVRCC’s Health Support Worker Janice McColm is holding

a Social Evening on

Thursday 21st April 2016, 7pm - 9pm

Have you ever fancied trying keeping fit with Egyptian Belly Dancing (it is
fun and very good exercise), or learning what herbs to use instead of salt?
Come along and find out more.  Refreshments will be available. Please let

Janice know if you require transport.

The event will be held at

Wynyard Church of England Primary School
Wynyard Woods 

Please use postcode TS22 5GJ to find the school using a Sat Nav.

For more information and to let TVRCC know if you will be attending,
please contact:

Janice McColm at TVRCC on 01642 213852
or email jmccolm@teesvalleyrcc.org.uk
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“Help for Heroes” Bake sale
This year we have decided to dedicate our annual Bake Sale to the charity “Help
for Heroes”. This below is an extract from their website;

“Our mission is to deliver an enduring national network of support for our
wounded and their families. We will inspire and enable those who have made
sacrifices on our behalf to achieve their full potential. 
In the 12 months leading up to March 2015 we have helped over 4,000
Veterans and military personnel - and their families - through our network of
Recovery Centres.
The war in Afghanistan may be over, but for those who have suffered life-
changing injuries, their battles are just beginning. 
We've estimated that, of the 220,560 individuals deployed to Afghanistan and
Iraq between 2001 and 2014, up to 75,000 servicemen and women (and their
families) may need our support in the future. We will not let them fight these
battles alone.”

On Saturday May 21st from around 9.30am we will be selling cakes and bakes
outside the Co-op and every penny we raise will be donated to this worthy
cause. We are looking for your help and your money. We have a small number
of dedicated bakers but would like to recruit as many more as possible to really
have a bumper amount to sell and generate cash from to pass on to the “help for
heroes” charity. Anyone who would like to bake and donate their efforts to the
stall to sell can either deliver them directly to the stall between 9.30am and 12
noon on the 21st or can deliver them the day before to ;

3 Harestones or 8 Holdernesse

If you prefer to eat cake, rather than bake, please come along and give
generously to the cause and receive some delicious baked goods in return. If you
are on a diet and don’t want to buy the goods……………………… just donate
any amount you wish – it’s a good cause.
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Gardening Advice
It may look and feel like spring but cold nights and frost can still be an issue.
Blossom on trees can be burned and the blossom drop or fail to open.  Misting
with water in the evening when a frost is forecast can prevent or reduce damage.
Also, the birds still need high energy food such as fat blocks.  It is important to
continue to feed birds throughout the summer months.  Feeders and bird baths
should be cleaned regularly to prevent the spread of bird pox.

Slugs and snails are out in force, so be prepared to go out and pick them off,
best done at dusk or after rain, or use beer traps or pellets.  Please make sure any
pellets you use are organic as these are based on iron and are safer for pets and
wildlife than the pellets based on copper.  Sadly both products look the same, so
check labelling carefully at point of purchase.

In addition to the usual pests of green, white and black fly, be vigilant for lily
beetle.  These are bright red and about 2cm long.  They will crop lilies, leaving
bite marks in the leaves and destroy flowers. 

Daffodils and other bulbs can look very untidy once they go over.  Don’t be
tempted to remove or tie up foliage.  The foliage will feed the bulbs and is only
ready to be removed once it discolours or wilts.  This is also true for bulbs planted
in lawns, leave the lawn long or mow around clumps of foliage, it is not for long
and you will get a better display next year.  Crocus particularly will self seed and
multiply if left.

Clematis: to prune or not to prune.  General advice is cut back after flowering if it
flowers before July (flowering groups 1 and 2).  These flower on the previous
seasons growth and should be tidied only, cutting back no more that a third of the
height, if necessary. Dead heading is useful for the Group 2 (flowering May to
June) as some give a second show in late autumn.  The Group 3 clematis (large
flowers from July onwards) should be cut back to
30 – 50 cm high in March or as soon as possible
after.  These flower on the current year’s growth
and need chopping to keep flowers at lower levels
and up around eye height. 

Let us hope for a warm spring with enough rain,
but not too much.

Clematis Montana Grandiflora
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Calling Young People on Wynyard
IF you can say YES to the following:
You are under 19 years of age

Live in Wynyard
Would like to be part of a youth group

Please go to the Wynyard Residents Association website  
wynyardsmatters.org/contact-us

And give us your name, email address and especially your ideas

Wynyard Residents Association would like to assist the young
people in the area to set up and run activities in Wynyard.  To be
able to do this we need your ideas, enthusiasm and time to set the
activities up.  We hope to be able to support you with funding
applications.  There are local businesses that have funds for

community projects that we could apply for.

Neighbourhood Plan
Progress Report

The Wynyard Neighbourhood Plan is progressing well.  The
supporting evidence has been collated and the policies outlined.

These are to go to the planning consultant engaged to help us write
the plan within the next week or so and she will ensure it contains
all the relevant information for it to pass scrutiny by the government

inspector.

Once the consultant has drafted the policies we will be able to
provide on-line copies for scrutiny and Wynyard Residents

Association will be holding consultation events.

We are currently applying for more funds from Locality, the
government agency who is supporting neighbourhood planning.

We hope to get funding and support to help us through consultation
and to see us through to completion.
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